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October 26, 2023
Dear Students,

In these trying times, we wish to express our solidarity and heartfelt concern to
all of our students stationed on the front lines - those called for reserve duty, the
residents of the Gaza Perimeter communities, those in the conflict zones in the
south and north who have been evacuated from their homes. We are holding you
close and pray for your well-being in Israel’s struggle, the struggle for our
homeland.

Tel Aviv University is a partner to the decision of VERA-Association of University
Heads, announcing a postponement of the opening of the 2023 /24 academic year
due to the state of war and the high enlistment rate of our students, as well as
academic and administrative staff, into the reserves.

Please note that the information that follows in regard to rescheduling the
beginning of the school year does NOT apply to students enrolled in
international programs that have already launched their semester.

The semester will begin at all research universities with the start of the release
process for reservists, but not before December 3, 2023. Prior to the semester's
commencement and the resumption of studies, a two-week advance notice will be
given for a return to routine and the academic track, leading up to the start of
studies. As the situation becomes clearer and in preparation for the start of the
academic year, we will re-evaluate semester durations and timetables, make
adjustments to the curriculum to the new schedules, with full consideration and a
desire to ease the burden on students while maintaining as far as possible
academic quality. Please be aware that the academic year might extend into the
summer period.

At the same time, we have reached out to teachers and instructors to consider the
possibility of shortening the semester to 10 to 12 weeks and to adjust the course
material accordingly.

In the coming weeks, as the situation evolves, we will present a comprehensive
plan for returning to classes along with guidelines on learning formats, lesson
accessibility, examinations, and course grading, while taking into consideration
the diverse needs of our student body. Academic units are also primed to offer
individual assistance, counseling, and guidance for students as required. Detailed
instructions on adjustments to assist members of the reserves, residents of
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conflict areas, and so on in the 2023 /24 academic year will be established close to
the opening of the academic year.

We would like to remind you that as part of the university's general policy, many
materials are openly accessible through Campus IL and the university's YouTube
channel. Recently, we have also encouraged instructors to allow free access to
recordings and materials through the Moodle system for the benefit of the entire
campus community. We encourage you to take advantage of these materials as you
see fit.

Regarding the previous academic year, as announced earlier, we extended the
submission deadlines for assignments and tasks. Now, we are granting an
additional extension for seminar paper submissions and other work (such as final
projects, dissertations, etc.) until December 31, 2023. At the same time, we are
giving special consideration with regard to entrance requirements and
examinations that were cancelled.

We are committed to ensuring a safe and secure campus that fosters a supportive
and inclusive atmosphere for all students. We will firmly address any indications
of support for terrorism or incitement and work to promote an atmosphere of
security and tolerance for all our students. Our strength has always been in the
unity of the University community - students and academic and administrative
staff, both Jewish and Arab. In these challenging times, fostering and nurturing this
unity remains our duty.

The University is dedicated to doing everything within its capacity to assist all
students in successfully completing the academic year.

We commemorate and pay tribute to the memory of victims, civilians, and Israeli
citizens, including women, children, and infants, who were murdered in the
terrorist attacks by Hamas. We also honor those who have fallen in the ongoing
conflict and extend wishes for a speedy recovery to the wounded. A list of our
fallen can be found on the University's website: https://www.tau.ac.il/iron-
swords-memorial

The Student Union has created a memorial display in the Smolarz Auditorium to
commemorate the fallen, featuring images of the hostages. The presentation is
accessible on the University's website: https://www.tau.ac.il/news/chairs-
exponent-smolarz-20-10-23 Link to the video

The entire University community has rallied to support the national effort. Faculty
members have engaged in conversations with students on the front lines and
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participated in various volunteer activities both within and outside the University,
contributing to society in Israel.

The Dean for Student Success is ready to assist you with information on various
topics, including a hotline and financial assistance. You can connect with us

through our Zoom meeting. Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting Tau-ac-
il.zoom.us

We are here for you, ready to address any concerns or needs, and we work closely
and in coordination with the Student Union.

Together, we will overcome and prevail.

Professor Mark Shtaif - Rector Professor Eyal Zisser - Vice Rector
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