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6/16/2025

Rector’s Letter Regarding the Continuation of Studies

Dear Students,

For quite some time now, Israel has been facing one of the most complex and
difficult periods in its history, and in recent days we find ourselves at an especially
dramatic juncture. The "Rising Lion" war and the widespread rocket fire toward
communities across the country have deeply and fundamentally disrupted all of our
daily lives. Many of our students have been called up for reserve duty, many others
are under immense emotional stress, and some have even been directly or
indirectly affected by the missile attacks.

In such circumstances, the regular functioning of a university cannot be taken for
granted. We are well aware that many of you are currently unable to fully engage in
your studies, and in many cases, even attending classes—whether in person or
online—is not feasible due to reserve service or due to physical or mental
conditions that hinder regular learning. Therefore, in order to ease the burden while
minimizing harm to your academic progress, we are implementing the following
measures:

1. To allow for a calmer period of rest and preparation for exams, the academic
year will be shortened and will end in about a week, on Wednesday, June 25 - one
week earlier than originally planned. Course materials will be reduced accordingly.

2. Learning will continue to take place remotely via Zoom for the remainder of
the week and until further notice.

3. All classes will be recorded and uploaded to the course websites.
4, Attendance in classes will not be mandatory.
5. As long as Home Front Command directives prevent in-person instruction,

laboratory and practical training sessions will not be held. The relevant units will
publish adjusted completion plans that reflect the overall situation.

6. Assignments that were given before June 13 and were originally due after that
date may be submitted with a two-week extension.



Students who were directly affected by the missile attacks (e.g., had to evacuate
their homes, were injured, or are in close proximity to individuals who were injured
or killed) should report their situation via the “Swords of Iron” platform to the Dean
of Student Success, who will provide assistance according to the war-time support
framework.

Students on reserve duty will be supported according to the reserve duty
accommodations plan.

Itis important to remember that over the past five years, we have gained significant
experience in navigating exceptional situations — from the COVID-19 crisis, through
the events of October 7, to the "Swords of Iron" war. We will get through this

challenge as well — with responsibility, solidarity, and close attention to your needs.

We know that many of you are understandably concerned about the uncertainty
surrounding the exam period, the dates, and the need to adapt them to the current
situation. Given the general uncertainty, it is difficult to make concrete decisions at
this stage. We will continue to update you as the situation develops—both regarding
the exam period and beyond.

Take care of yourselves,

Prof. Mark Shtaif

Rector, Tel Aviv University



